STATE OF MONTANA
)


VERIFIED AFFIDAVIT OF





:


A.J. WHITE REGARDING

County of Ravalli

)


DEVRA WEST

COMES NOW, A.J. White, and states the following is true:

My involvement with Divine Unity and specifically Devra West began in 1998-99 when I attended sessions of the Sacred Arts Institute. I attended bi-annual sessions and decided to come to Montana in the fall of 2000 to assist the Foundation in its spiritual pursuits.

I first became involved with the office in the spring of 2001 when I went to Jerusalem as a support person. At that time I became aware of the extravagant lifestyle and personal catering needed by Ms West. She required a suite when the whole project was a money loser and also required several people to be at her beck and call.  In fact, all of the personal assistants that I encountered in my time with Divine Unity were verbally, emotionally, spiritually and sometimes physically abused.  There were rumors spread around the departure of the Director, Roger Hill, disparaging his name when he had decided to resign as Director of the Foundation at the end of March, 2001.  Devra West insisted that he remain through April even though she was the instigator of the rumors.  He refused.  I then became the Director of the Foundation for a very short period, approximately 4 months.  Roger Hill was most helpful in passing on information but could not really pass on the difficulties that he encountered: the secrecy, questionable financial practices and institutionalized abuse.  

I soon realized that the position of Director was in name only.  All decisions were made by Devra.  There was no possibility of handling the personnel issues within the office, as Devra would countermand any or all of my decisions.  I was denied signatory on the checking account and access to financial statements.  The controls of all the monies were in the hands of Devra and Jack West.  When people approached me wanting to know where the donations they had made went, there was no trail.  When I insisted on having this information, like monthly financial reports, I couldn’t get them and my investigating caused angst within the office.  There was one specific circumstance concerning a donation of $80,000 by Tanmayo (Corrine [I don’t remember her last name]) from Brazil.  I became aware of the donation when Devra called me at 10:00pm at home to inform me that she called her “little kitty” (referring to the donor), for some money that she needed.  Cheryl O’Brien, DU accountant, was specifically told by Devra that she was not to tell me or Mike Hendrickson (volunteer auditor) that this money had come in.  Because of our close relationship and her discomfort, she did disclose this to me and asked for my secrecy.  To my knowledge this money did not show anywhere on the books.

From a business standpoint, DU makes its money by putting on conferences.  I chaired the June 2001 bi-annual Sacred Arts Institute.  I found there was no clear methodology in preparing for the 2-week event.  It truly was a fly-by-the-seat-of your-pants organization, at the whim of Devra West.  I was able to track the monies in and receipting of funds for that 2-week period.  It was one of the largest conferences and the gross funds taken in for that major event was approximately $95,000. The immediate expenses written off against that conference brought profits well below $50,000.  In screening the expenses of the association coupled with the huge personal expenses of Devra, the organization was on shaky ground financially. In trying to attract donations, and trying to put in place some controls of fund usage, I proposed to earmark donations specifically for specific programs i.e. the Children’s program etc.  There was major resistance to this as all monies were to be given to Devra personally for her use as she saw fit.  She stated at that time that she needed to spend over $100,000 on legal fees for her son and a custody hearing.  I do not know the truth of that statement but was puzzled on how this in any way related to the Foundation. I do know that the handling of monies was shrouded in secrecy.  When I asked her why she always called the monies hers and not God’s or for the Foundation, she told me how important she was and without her there would be no Foundation, and it all belonged to her.  There was an obvious blurring of lines between her personal ownership and that which belonged to the Foundation. 

Her outbursts and tirades existed both within spiritual sessions and at those who worked for her.  I personally only experienced the verbal abuse and the screaming over the phone was so intense that I told her that I would not speak to her until she got in control of herself.  I hung up on her, a first for me in my life.  I observed many occasions of verbal cruelty in which she ranted at people, threw water in their faces and caused severe emotional anguish, all in name of assisting them in their spiritual quest.  In late July 2001, while I was on a business trip to Denver, Susanna Felder, a committed assistant for over 9 years and editor of Devra’s writing, called me.  She called me in severe distress as she had gotten into a heated discussion with Devra on whether or not I should be put on the BOD – there was no Foundation BOD at that time.  Devra became so incensed that she attacked her and ripped clumps of hair out of Susanna’s head. This was severe abuse and ultimately led to Susanna leaving DU within the month.  I returned to the office several days later and the first thing I did was to address this abuse in a staff meeting with Susanna in attendance.  Jack West, who was present at the event, categorically denied it happened while Anandra accused Susanna of causing the problem.  This collaborative deception was so shocking that I resigned, effective immediately.  The cover-up was endemic and serious abuse issues were lied about and swept under the rug.  The lack of integrity by Devra, her impropriety around money and her physical and verbal abuse of individuals were the reasons for my leaving.
I make this statement as I feel a responsibility to those who may become involved with Divine Unity, to those with whom I worked and to those who were affected by these behaviors.  I do this in the clearest and most truthful manner.      

DATED this _____ day of May, 2004.

_________________________________

A.J. White

Subscribed and Sworn to before me on this ____ day of May, 2004.








________________________________








Notary Public for the State of Montana


(SEAL)





Residing at ______________________








Commission Expires  ______________
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